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Janis Astor del Valle, director of the Green Street Arts Center in Middletown, is also a playwright, an activist, 
teacher, and actress. Last fall, she presented a one-woman show at Green Street.  Titled "Trans Plantations", del 
Valle told her life story on stage, a story that begins in a Bronx barrio and closes with you realizing you've watched 
a person develop before your very eyes. In between, the audience is introduced to her family, watches as the 
young woman realizes she's a lesbian and how that changes the relationships within her family. It's not a tragedy 
but a story about love that moves from sadness to joy, from fear to acceptance, from puzzlement to 
understanding.  
 
As one watches the actress relate the story, the trappings of theater begin dissolve. She begins the show in a 
straitjacket, struggling to get free.  The symbolism is obvious yet the audience needs to see the struggle. Even 
after she breaks out of the restraints, the struggle is evident in her voice, in the way she carries herself onstage. 
Soon, you hear all the different voices of her family members, meet the strong women that helped to shape the 
character and you begin to comprehend to the enormity of the situation. She's talking about coming to terms with 
love and all the various aspects and forms of love.   The play is not a sexual fantasy nor is it titillation to sell 
tickets.  You cannot define love in one word but, if you're lucky enough, you meet the person who, for some truly 
inexplicable reason, fries the synapses between your brain and your heart.  The person who holds you up when 
reality throws punches, the one who says the right word at the right time, the one who accepts your flaws because 
he or she can see through the different characters one inhabits. In del Valle's case, that person is a woman. There 
are plenty of people who will tell that's not how it's supposed to be, that a woman cannot "love" another woman, 
you know...like "that."  Because "that" usually translates to sex and there are any number of texts written by 
experts that tell one that people of the same gender cannot have a meaningful relationship because of the sexual 
aspect.   
 
There was only one performance of "Trans Plantations" last September but, happily, it is being presented again 
on Wednesday March 19 at 8 p.m. at Hartford Stage, 50 Church Street in the Capital City.  The performance, 
directed by Middletown resident Carolyn Kirsch, is sponsored by a number of different area organizations 
including  
 
CT Latinos Achieving Rights and Opportunities (CLARO), Hispanic Health Council, Latino Community Services, and 
Love Makes a Family.  The last organization describes itself as "a statewide non-profit advocacy organization 
working for equal marriage rights for same-sex couples in Connecticut. We carry out our mission through 
community education, grassroots organizing and legislative advocacy and lobbying." The important words to read 
are "equal rights", "education" and "advocacy."  
 
Janis Astor del Valle has a spouse, a significant other, a "soul mate" but, due to the laws of this state, they cannot 
be married. Their ceremony was called a "civil union" and, as such, this loving couple does not have the same 
rights (under the law) as "mixed sex" couples have.   
 
Go see the play and ask yourself "is del Valle's understanding or definition of love that much different than your 
own?"   Leave lust out of the equation - we're talking about love, the love you feel holding your partner's hand as 
you sleep or walk through the streets after dinner, the love you feel when he or she comes home after a hard day 
at work or following a business trip, the love you cannot put into simple sentences. 
 
For ticket information, call 860-525-7777 or go to www.lmfct.org.  


